
Pubs & Pegasi: A Book Club Discussion Guide

This guide is designed to help book club members explore the themes, characters, and world-
building of Don Jones's novella, "Pubs & Pegasi."

Part 1: Character & Relationships

1. Sam, The Pub Owner: Sam is not just a tavern keeper; she is a refuge manager. How 
does her role as an innkeeper influence her leadership style and her approach to the 
crisis? What is the significance of the "sense of belonging" that Sam feels, and how does 
she cultivate that for others in the Broken Claw?

2. Jen, The Administrator: Jen is the pragmatic, organizing force behind the Broken Claw. 
Discuss the dynamic between Sam and Jen. Are they complementary partners or do their 
different approaches to problem-solving cause conflict? How does their relationship 
evolve during the novella?

3. The Found Family: The novella is populated by a diverse group: Leota, Warren, 
Prudence, and the rest. In what ways does the Broken Claw function as a "found family"? 
Discuss a specific moment where the bonds of this community are tested or strengthened.

4. The Antagonist: Cragg: Cragg represents an external threat driven by greed and a lack 
of empathy. What makes him an effective (or ineffective) antagonist? Does his presence 
serve primarily as a catalyst for the main characters' growth, or is he a fully realized 
character in his own right?

Part 2: Themes & Ideas

1. Refuge and Sanctuary: The Broken Claw is explicitly a refuge for those escaping the 
world's harshness. Discuss the literal and metaphorical importance of sanctuary in the 
story. Where do the pegasi fit into this theme?

2. The Cost of Civilization: The novella touches on the idea of a harsh, post-apocalyptic 
world versus the small, protected haven. What is the author suggesting about the nature 
of civilization, and how does the concept of "service to all" fit into a world where 
resources are scarce?

3. Fantasy in the Mundane: The title "Pubs & Pegasi" highlights the blending of the 
ordinary (running a pub) and the fantastical (winged horses). How does Jones balance 
these two elements? Did the everyday setting make the arrival of the magical elements 
more or less impactful for you?

4. Trust and Empathy: The climax revolves around the choice to trust the instincts of both 
the pegasi and each other. How does the novella argue for the power of empathy and 
trust, particularly in contrast to Cragg’s actions?



Part 3: World-Building & Plot

1. The World of Tales from the Broken Claw: What details does the author provide to 
paint a picture of the external world (e.g., the dangers, the other settlements)? How much 
background is necessary to understand the immediate story, and what gaps did you find 
yourself wanting to fill in?

2. The Pegasi's Role: The pegasi are key to the plot. Why do they appear at the Broken 
Claw, and how do their actions drive the major conflict? Did you find their behavior and 
eventual "communication" believable within the context of the story's rules?

3. Pacing and Structure: As a novella, the story is tightly focused. Discuss the pacing of 
the narrative. Did the conflict arrive too quickly, or was the length perfect for the scope of 
the story being told?

4. The Ending: Discuss the final scene where Sam, Jen, and the rest feel a sense of 
completion, followed by Sam's feeling that "a full day is coming." What do you anticipate 
happens next for the Broken Claw? Does the ending feel satisfying, or does it leave too 
many loose ends?

Part 4: Favorite Passages & Style

1. Favorite Scene: What was the most impactful or memorable scene in the novella for you, 
and why?

2. Writing Style: Discuss Don Jones's writing style. Is the dialogue engaging? Does the 
prose effectively convey both the mundane aspects of pub life and the wonder of the 
fantastical creatures?

3. Overall Impact: If you were recommending this book to a friend, what single concept or 
element would you emphasize? How did the novella make you feel upon finishing it?


